


Once again, we, the Wimmin's Fire Brigade, claim 
responsibility for the firebombing of three Red Hot Video 
outlets in the early hours of Mon. Nov. 22, '8e. Wwe are 
aware that the police are charging 3 men and 2 wimmin, 
arvested the cther week along the coast highway, with the 
anti-pornography actions. 


It is necessary for us to say publicly that there is 
absolutely NO association between any of those five 
individuals they have behind bars now, and the Wimmin's 
Fire Brigade. We would obviously not be the Wimmin's Fire 
Brigade if there were men involved. Everyone except the 
police seem to understand such basic logic! It is super- 
encouraging though, to see the positive response to our 
actions, from both men and wimmin. 


Should we let the violence of rave, battering, racism, 


nuclear insanity etc. enslave us in apathy?? Wimmin 
understand that enslavement because that is how men attempt 
to keep us down. We chose our action to bring some 
desperately needed attention to the real horrors of both 
hard and soft pornography. It is only a start.. 


We are living in a totalitarian, male-dominated police 


state that attempts to crush all political dissent and non- 
conformity. We accuse the police of indiscriminately 
harrassing and arresting five people and charging them with 
every crime ever committed or imaginable, simply because 


they, the police, are frustrated knowing that it is, in fact, 


us faceless thousands that are acting in opposition to the 
state's corruption. 


We say, charge the police instead with indiscriminate 


violence and terrorism and illegal seizures. Charge them 


with enforcing the laws of a system that has never protected 


the rights of wimmin. 


In our hearts, we all know what is right and just and 
we must stand up in opposition to the crivpling of our common 


humanity. Act now for our children's future! 
LOVE, 


Wimrin's Fire Brigade 





WHY HAS THERE BEEN A MEDIA BLACKOUT OF THE ABOVE STATEMENT 
FROM THE WIMMIN'S FIRE BRIGADE? CALL AND ASK THE DAILY 
PAPERS AND THE TELEVISION STATIONS WHY THEY ARE WITHHOLDING 
INFORMATION FROM YOU. 
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Porn tape ‘clearly obscene’ 


By ROBERT SARTI 
He calls himself the enema bandit, 


- and his stock-in-trade is breaking into 


women’s apartments, beating and rap- 
ing his victims and forcing them at the 
point of a gun to perform degrading 


acts. . 7 š AlL 


He apparently doesn’t have a name, 
but he is the star character in the fic- 
tional Water Power, a 90-minute techni- 
color videotape orgy of violent and 
coercive sex in circulation in tbe Lower 
Mainland. 


According to the North Shore 
Women's Centre, which has come into 


-~ 


' possession of a copy of Water Power 


pirated from a rented video tape, the 
enema bandit is a clear violator of the 
attorney-general’s obscenity guidelines 


- On violent sex. 
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Until recently, Water Power was 
available for rental — $5 for three days 
— from Red Hot Video outlets, but a 
Red Hot spokesman said it was with- 
drawn “because it's not good for the 
company image.” 


Spokesman Ted Emery would not 
say when the videotape was with- 
drawn, but he acknowledged that home 
video-reproduced copies of the tape 
could still be in circulation, and that 
there are probably other tapes now 
being rented by Red Hot Video's 12 out- 


, letsthat are just as violent. 


A copy of Water Power was viewed 
Thursday by The Vancouver Sun. 
Three scenes, totalling 45 minutes, 
were especially violent, showing 
women being slapped, whipped and 


having their hair pulled, as well as 
being anally raped and forced to under- 
go enemas. 

In each scene, the woman cries out in 
pain and begs to be spared, but ts forc- 
ed to admit she either enjoys or de- 
serves such treatment. | 

At the peak of her pain and humilia- 
tion, the assailant masturbates. 

The scenes are explicit. 


“I don’t think people realize how vio- 


lent and degrading these so-called porn 


movies can get,’’ a member of the 
North Shore Women’s Centre said 
Wednesday. 

She asked that her name not be used 
because some members of the centre 
who have spoken out on the issue have 
received anonymous threatening phdne 
calls. | 

“Imagine ií some sicko gets hold of 
this filth. This stuff is socially danger- 
ous.” 

She said the centre, and other groups 
campaigning against video porn, have 
been stymied by Attorney-General 
Allan William’s reluctance to prosecute 
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ing obscenity laws).” 


for obscenity under the Criminal Code 
without an airtight case. 


Guidelines laid down by the A-G’s of- 
fice stipulate that prosecutions will be 
undertaken when the material depicts 
bestiality, sexual activities involving 
children or violent sex acts. | 


The women's centre member noted 
that Water Power also contains about : 
45 minutes of other hard-core sex ac- 
tivities, but since these are portrayed 
as between consenting adults, that por- 
tion of the tape is not obscene under the 


"guidelines. 


The women's centre member noted 
that Williams himself had referred to a 
“snuff” film being distributed in Victo- 
ria depicting a woman being killed. 


“If a snuff film or Water Power does- 
n't qualify as sex or violence, then noth- 
ing does,” she said. 


“Allan Williams says a lot of things 
for public consumption to allay the 
fears of the public, but when it comes to 
action, he does nothing.” 


She said a telegram went Wednesday 
to Williams from the women's centre, 
demanding he order that Red Hot Video 
be charged and that its entire stock be 
seized. 


Williams told The Sun Thursday he 
hadn't yet seen the telegram, but he 
said he would look into it. 


He earlier announced he intended to 
bring in legislation to set up a screening 


process to eliminate pornographic 
videotapes. 
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Police, A-G accused 
of stalling in probe 
into ‘obscene’ tape 


Police and the attorney-general's department are 
stalling in thelr investigation into a commercially 
sold videotape that features explicit and degrading 
violence directed at women, says a woman 8 grour 
that complained about the tape three weeks ago. 


| lomen' 90- 
The Port Coquitlam Women's Centre says the 
minute-long, full-color tape Water Power is clearly 
within the B.C. guidelines for obscenity since it com: 
bines sex and violence. hay 


7 The centre forwarded a written complaint to Co 
quitlam RCMP on Sept. 21, but its members say they 
have heard nothing back. As well, the North Short 

‘omen’s Centre was still awaiting a response Tues: 


day to its telegram to Attorney-General Alan Wil: 


lams complaining about Water Power. 


The videotape, sold until recently by Red Hot Video 
outlets, was viewed last week by The Vancouver Sun. 
It contains numerous scenes which graphically depict 
women being raped, slapped around, threatened with 
murder and forced to undergo numerous indignities 
by an armed intruder calling himself the enema ban- 


dit. 
| restigation 
But the police officer in charge of the investigat 
said Tuesday he’s been having problems defining ob- 
scenity. | " 
. “What may bother you or I may be a delight to 
- someone else,” said Coquitlam RCMP S.Sgt. Moe 
Mellow. 


“The police are in an awkward position (in enforc- 
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Mellow said police are “currently investigating’ 
Water Power, but he declined to describe the nature 
of = investigation or say how much longer it would 
take. 

A member of the Port Coquitlam group, who asked 
not to be identified for fear of harassment, said the 
delay in official response has given Red Hot Video 


time to get off the hook by removing the offending - 


tape from its shelves. 

But she noted that a Red Hot Video spokesman had 
acknowledged in an interview that similarly violent 
tapes could still be in circulation. 

“The authorities have done virtually nothing,” she 
sald. “They just put us through one bureaucratic hoop 
after another.” 

She said women’s groups and community associa- 
tions have been campaigning for months against vio- 
lent pornography, but authorities do nothing, even as 
more porn outlets open in the Lower Mainland and 
Victoria. 

Referring to Mellow's comments about the definl- 
tion of obscenity, she s#td the groups are not cam- 
paigning against hard-core porn that depicts sex be- 
tween consenting adults — only against violent, coer- 
cive sex and depictions of children. 

“They are just hiding behind this whole thing of 
censorship,’ she said, 

“The government banned hate literature, and this 
(violent porn) is a form of hate literature — it is hate 
directed at women, it dehumanizes them. 

She sald police and local A-G officials are obviously 
hoping Williams follows through with his plan to set 
up a review committee which would scrutinize vide- 
otapes — just as movies are categorized now — go the 
problem will be taken out of thelr hands. 

Regional Crown counsel Barry Sullivan, whose 
jurisdiction includes Port Coquitlam, insisted that 
officials are taking the complaints seriously. 

"But there are many, many questions involved, 
and we have to take a look at all of them,” he said. 
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City police are investi- | 
ating an attempted fire- | 
ombing at a Vancouver 


~~. 
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dias Porn tapes scrutinized fer obscenities 


223 Main. © Qi | 
An employee the, The regional Crown counsel’s office 
ideotape store said alin New Westminster is scrutinizing a 
rebomb was thrown batch of video tapes seized by police 
irough the front window ffrom a Port Coquitlam video outlet for 
fter closing time possible violations of obscenity provi- 


‘ednesday but failed to /sions against explicit sex and violence. 


ooff. The police raid — the first by police 

Red Hot Viden outlets |jsince women’s groups started com- 
ave recently been criti- [plaining last summer about tapes de- 
ized by women's groups ¡picting violence toward women — was 
'ho have complained to [carried out Friday with search war- 
olice and the attorney- {rants by the RCMP Coquitlam detach- 


eneral’s department/ment at the Red Hot Video store at 2215 . 


nat a commercially sold Coquitlam Ave. Ll 
ideotape, entitled] One of the tapes seized, Prisoners of 
‘ater Power, features\Paradise, was viewed earlier by The 
xplicit and degradingiVancouver Sun at the request of 
iolence directed at|women's groups. 
omen. It depicts Nazi officers in a Pacific is- 
and prisoner-of-war camp forcing a 
‘shipwrecked American Sailor to rape a 
“woman prisoner and subject her to 
other indignities. 


Regional crown counsel Barry Sulli- 
van said Tuesday that six tapes were 
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seized and were being reviewed for 


Women’s groups have elso expressed 


possible violations of Criminal Cads“uimpatience with Attorney-General 
Section 159, which bars obscene materi- pana Williams, who has promised to 


al. 

Under guidelines laid down by the 
provincial attorney-general's depart- 
ment, obscenity must involve explicit 


sex and violence, bestiality or children. 


and sex. 

“We want to see if any of these films 
meet the guidelines for prosecution,” 
said Sullivan, adding that the review 
would take about two weeks. 

He said the search warrants also 
named the videotape Water Power, but 
the tape was not found at the store. 

Water Power, which was also viewed 
earlier by The Sun, shows women being 
assaulted, raped and humiliated by a 
male intruder carrying a gun. 

The Coquitlam raid was a result of 
complaints by the Port Coquitlam 
Women’s Centre, whick had criticized 
both the police and crown counsel's of- 
fice for inaction. 
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catalogue in B.C. stores. 


ring in a classification system for 
video tapes similar to the system used 
in classifying movies. At present, there 
are no controls over distribution oí 
video tapes other than the Criminal 
Code, which prosecutors and the police 
insist is vague on the question of ob- 
scenity. 

A member of the Port Coquitlam 
group, who asked not to be identified 
for fear of harassment, said the group 
was “very pleased with the RCMP ac- 
tion — at last.” 

Brian Trent, owner of the Port Co 
quitlam store, said Tuesday the raic 
had not affected his operation. 

“Why should it, we're e legal opera 
tion,” Trent said. 

Asked to describe the contents of th: 
tapes seized, Trent said: “I can't — : 
see so many of them I can’t remembe: 
all the details.” 
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Banned video-porn 


= An American-produced catalogue 
| that has been banned by Canada Cus- 
toms as indecent is available at Red 


Hot Video outlets throughout B.C., ac- 
, cording to local women’s groups. Ta 


“The women's groups, currently cam- 
paigning against violence portrayed in 

“Red Hot Video products, have shown 

ithe catalogue to Attorney-General 

_ Allan Williams and complained that it 
‘ylolates Criminal Code obscenity proni- 
bitions against violent sex. 


Williams said Tuesday in Victoria | 


that officials in his ministry are study- 
ing the matter to see whether stores are 
breaking the law by offering the cata- 
logues. 

“The criminal justice division is 
examining this entire area and is con- 
sidering what action may be taken,” 
Williams said in aninterview. 

He emphasized that a decision on 
what to do about the catalogue, which 
he said gives ‘‘a lurid and pictorial de- 
scription of what any particular title 


Madigan said Tuesday that he was 
not too alarmed by the contents, label- 
ling them “sortof a Playboy thing.” 


But Canadal Customs regional direc- 


tor Jack Pedlar said his department 
ruled last Thursday the catalogue is a 
“prohibited entry'' because of its con- 
tents. 


He said Customs had no record of the 
catalogue coming into Canada, and 
that “it would be up to the RCMP” to 
take action over its illegal status. 
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will contain,” is only one aspect of the 
` much larger problem of the sale of ob- 
scene video cassettes. 

Williams has said the provincial gov- 
ernment will enact legislation to bring 
video cassettes under the same kind of 
standards and classification system 
imposed on films shown in movie 
theatres. 

After receiving a copy of the cata- 
logue, Williams passed it on to Vancou- 
ver regional Crown counsel Sean Madi- 
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VIDEO PORN FIGHT CALLED ‘TEST CASE’ 


The cempaign against violent video 
ornography ips virtuully a test 
Case-Prral will affect whether such 
materials are distributed widely in the 
rest of the country, the special assist- 
ant to Judy Erola, minister responsible 
for the status ol women, says. C 9- 
Rebecca Butovsky said in a tele- 
phone interview that her office was 
monitoring the situation because B.C. 






appears to be the first province where 


violent hard-core video porn is trying to 
gaina foothold. 

She noted that videotapes being sold 
and rented by Red Hot Video outlets 
throughout B.C. are the target of a 


campaign by women's groups because 
of the explicit violence and brutality to- 
Ward women depicted in many of the 
tapes. | 
“H it (violent porn) is allowed to take 
hoid in Vancouver and the law can't 
find a way of policing it and putting a 
stop to it, then other operators will see 
the market and it will surely spread,” 
Butovsky said. ` eun pi 
She said B.C. women’s groups are 
frustrated over the slow pace at which 


authorities are investigating com- 


plaints that the tapes violate Criminal 
Code obscenity prohibitions against 
material combining violence‘and sex, 
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businesses . 
destroyed 


a 
(— 
te og Jot Video out 
in the Lower Mainland were at- 
tacked by arsonists early today 
and one, in Surrey, was de- 
stroyed along with three neigh- 
boring stores. | 


A second outlet in North Vancouver 
suffered minor damage while police 
found incendiary devices inside a third 
store in Port Coquitlam and removed 
them before they could be ignited. 


The police investigation 1s being 
coordinated by E division of the RCMP. 


The attacks came as The Vancouver 

Sun, Canadian Press and United Press 
Canada received letters and telephone 
calls from a group calling itself the 
“Wimmin's Fire Brigade” claiming re- 
Sponsibility for all three attacks. 
- The word “wimmin," is commonly 
used by a variety of women's activist 
. Groups in North America. It is used be- 
cause, unlike the word “women,” it 
does not contain the word “men.” 
Groups also use words such as “hersto- 
ry" to remove the “his” from “histo- 
rr,” 

At the chain's main cutlet in Vancou- 
ver, an employee who would identify 
himself only as “Joe” Said: "If it’s 
about the events of the night, we have 
no comment until we study it further." 
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Ownersofthechain. § , | 
The letter called the action “another 
step towards the destruction of a busi- 
ness that promotes and profits from 
Violence against\wgmeq snd children.” 
The letter was delivered at 1:40 a.m, 

to the CP bureau, which immediately 
+ alerted police. A'copy of the same letter 
: was located later in the sub of The 


He refused to name the owner or 
' : 


VancouverSun. 4 g4 Fa 

The warnings, howtyer, came too 
late — the North Vancouver fire was 
noted at 1:31 a.m:; the Surrey blaze at 2 
a.m. and the incendiaries were discov- 
ered in Port Coquitlam at 2:50 a.m. 
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The worst dama ge was in S 


Surre 
Where the Red Hot Video outlet, a n 
cialty shoe store and two empty stores 
In a smal] Shopping centre at 9400 Scott 
Road were destroyed. 
We suspect gasoline was used. 
Pa en a tremendous electrica] 
ire with hot wires goin Off like fire- 
works,” said RCA T i 
2 AS 
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in Noiw vancouver, the rear of the 
Store in the 1000-block Marine was 
damaged and a bathroom destroyed. 
The store's contents were untouched. 
| In Port Coquitlam, a patrolling po- 
lice car found a homemade torch — a 
Stick wrapped with cloth Material soak- 
ed in gasoline or similar liquid — out- 
a the store in the 2100-block Coquit- 
am. 
Inside, police found a number of 
“Incendiary devices.” 
S.-Sgt. Bill Wazney said these in- 
cluded various Elass containers with 
‘tapes hanging from them apparently 


. ‘Waiting to be touched off. 


The letter received by The Sun says: 
“Red Hot Video sells tapes that show 
Wimmin and children being tortured, 
raped and humiliated. We are not the 
Property of men to be used and abused. 

“Red Hot Video is part of a multi- 
billion-dollar pornography industry 
that teaches men to equate sexuality 
with violence. Although these tapes vio- 
late the Criminal Code of Canada and 
the B.C. guidelines on Pornography, all 
lawful attempts to shut down Red Hot 
Video have failed because the Justice 
System was created and is controlled 
by rich men to protect their profits and 
property. rem e 


IP Sgt. Larry Boan, 
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“As a result, we are left no viable 
alternative but to change the situation 
ourselves through illegal means. This 
is an act of self-defence against hate 
propaganda. We will continue to defend 
ourselves.” 

Red Hot Video has two outlets in Van- 
couver but there were no reports of at- 
tacks on them. 

The outlet at 3223 Main was attacked 
Oct. 15 when a firebomb was thrown 
through a window but failed to ignite. 

Women's groups have been demand- 
ing police and government action 
against the chain because of the nature 
of some of the tapes it sells. 

In Cctober, a number of videotapes 


were seized from the Port Coquitlam 


store and are still being studied by 
prosecutors to see if they violate either 
the obscenity provisions of the Crimin- 
mal Code or the provincial guidelines. 
Paul McKinnon of West Vancouver 
United Church, spokesman for a num- 
ber of citizens groups which banded to- 
gether to attack “all that Red Hot 
Video stands for” said, “I would have 
to withdraw my support from any 
organization that resorted to such vio- 
lence.” ° 
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THOROUGH PROBE OF PO 


Representatives of 13 wo 
groups called Thursday for a thorough 
and ongoing investigation of Tricolor 
Red Hot Video and other retailers of 

adult entertainment.” i 

| The groups called for the investiga- 
tion after regional Crown counsel 
Barry Sullivan of New Westminster 
Said he prefers to investigate the over- 
all distribution and sale of tapes 
throughout B.C. rather than launch a 


prosecution basedontapesturnedin by 
women's groups. 


Sullivan is heading an investigation 
by the attorney-general's ministry into 
the sale of hard-core porn tapes, depict- 
ing violence against women. 

“Once again the Canadian legal sys- 
tem has demonstrated its unwilling-. 
ness to protect women and children 
from pornography,” said a press re- 
lease from the women's groups, which 

included Rape Relief, the B.C. Human 
Rights Coalition and the North Shore 
Women's Centre. : 


“Women will no longer be silent 


Bs ot Sa a. 
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while the stat's inaction condones the 
abuse of woma's bodies for profit.” 
e í. groups gave a porn 
pe called Tle Filthy Ri i 
a y Rich to police 
Sullivan is e:amining six ta i 
: x tapes seiz- 
ed by RCMP lat month from the Port 
Coquitlam outl of Red Hot Video, as 
well as The Filby Rich, which depicts 
a woman beingraped and learning to 
enjoy it. | 
The Filthy Rih was sold at an 
of Tricolor Videcine. = 


Chie Vancouver Sun er. pec.3,1982 ee 
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Attack closes video store 


A Red Hot Video store in Port Coquit- 
lam that escaped damage in the series 
of fire-bomb attacks Nov. 22 has closed 
its doors for good rather than face 
another attack. : 

` Store owner Brian Trent said Mon- 
day he decided to shut down because he 
doesn't think the store can be protected 
24 hours a day. 

Red Hot Video franchises have been 
the subject of protests by women's 
groups over sale and rental of tapes de- 
picting explicit violence and brutality 
toward women. | 

Three stores were attacked by fire- 
bombs Nov. 22 by a group calling itself 
the Wimmin's Fire Brigade. An incen- 
diary device failed to ignite at the Port 
Coquitlam store, but the Surrey outlet 
was compietely destroyed by fire and 
the North Vancouver store was dam- 
aged. 

Noting that the Port Coquitlam outlet 
had attracted 1,500 customers — many 
of them repeat business — since open- 
ing three months ago, Trent said, “We 
were doing really good. I didn't want to 
pack itup and leave.”” 

He said the remaining 11 Red Hot 
Video outlets all have private round- 
the-clock security, but the risk of dam- 
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age to adjoining stores in Port Coquit- 
lam was too great in case of another at- 
tack. 

He said his landlord agreed-to.termi- 
nate the lease without penalty. 

The Port Coquitlam store was the 
scene of a raid a month ago, by Coquit- 
lam RCMP, who seized six tapes in an 
investigation for possible violations of 
obscenity provisions barring explicit 
depiction of sex and violence. Trent 
said he has still not heard anything 
from police or attorney-general's 
investigators as a result of the raid. 
Trent is also owner of a Red Hot Video 
outlet in south Burnaby, which he con- 
tinues to operate. 

‘There are no other businesses 
around me (in Burnaby), sol don't 
care De SRA e, 
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The departure of the Port Coquitlam 
outlet was welcomed by the Port Co-° 
quitlam Women’s Centre, located 
across the road, which laid complaints . 
with the RCMP over materials being 
sold. | 

“It’s good news that they've moved 
out of our community, but were’re not 
going to stop fighting against this type 
of stuff,” said member Doreen Hardy. 

She noted that womens groups 
across the province have scheduled a 
coordinated series of picket lines at all 
Red Hot Video. outlets for Saturday, 
from2p.m.to3p m. 

Red Hot Video stores are also located 
in Vancouver, north Burnaby, Langley, 
Richmond, Victoria, Nanaimo, Prince 
George and Kelowna. 

Meanwhile, the coalition of women’s 
groups that laid a complaint with the 
Vancouver police over a tape being sold 
at another video porn chain, Tricolor 
Video, has asked federal Justice Minis- 
ter Ë j o ““intervene” to 
spur provincial officials to action. 

The coalition, representing 76 B.C. 
groups, is protesting to MacGuigan 
that officials of the B.C. attorney- 
general's ministry won't initiate a 
prosecutionbasedona single film. 
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T TAKES ONLY one viewing of the videotape 
Water Power to understand why feminists think 
violent pornography is hate propaganda against 
women. | her | 
The plot line of the film is this: an armed man 
breaks into the homes of women after watching them 
have voluntary sexual relationships with other men 
or women. To punish them for being unclean, he 
yanks them around by the hair, slaps them, rapes 
them (making use of a selection of their body orifices), 
and forces them to undergo enemas. 


The movie is quite clinical about the enema proc- 
ess. Viewers see women tied and confined in a shower 
cubicle that is covered with their feces. The man mas- 
turbates while they whimper and cry throughout the 
process. ` | ` 


While he is abusing her, the man advises one 


ee eee . aano 














‘Women’s groups are not alone with their concerns 
about violent pornography, although too often it 
Seems that way. 


In March 1978, Mark McGuigan, now federal justice 
minister, but then the chairman of the Commons com- 


mittee on justice and legal affairs, made a lengthy re- 
port on pornography, prompted by alarm about the 
“dramatic increase in sexually explicit material” 
available in Canada and the consequent ‘emergence 


of a number of unhealthy social tendencies.” = 
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woman to do as she is told or “I'll shoot “This material is exploitive of women,"’ McGui- e 
your... brains out.” He instructs another to get gan's report reads. “They are portrayed as passive A 
down on your knees, on fours, like a dog.” He refers to victims who derive limitless pleasure from inflicted = 
one woman as “an excited little pig” and “a toilet.” pain, and from subjugation to acts of violence, humili- 1 = 
The end of the tape shows the man trying to kill a ation, and degradation . . . . Also of concern to this | = 
policewoman with an enema by using a device that committee ae has been the recent influx of publica- = 
permits water to enter her but not to leave. (She is tions depicting and describing the participation of 2 
rescued by her boyfriend in the middle of the attempt- children in sexually explicit acts either alone, with tfi 
ed murder.) oiher children, with adults, or with animals or = 
None of the above is very pleasant and certainly no oh nens : cea | 
one at the screening found it pleasant. I offer the de- "The effect of this type of material is to reinforce E 
scription only to define the kind of pornography that is male-female stereotypes to the detriment of both = 
thefocusofangerfrom women's groups. Sexes. It attempts to make degradation, humiliation, g 
The women who want legal action taken against the victimization, and violence in human relationships O 
retailers of that kind of trash are not opposed to eroti- eee normal and acceptable. A society which holds s 
cism or sex, as their detractors like to claim. They that egalitarianism, ED TOSS, ConsenspAnem, o 
areo sed to vicious pornography that shows the hu- and mutuality are basic to any human interaction, N 
“oppo , pa) whether sexual or other, is clearly justified in control- 
miliation and torture of women. ling and prohibiting any medium of depiction, de- * 
(Vancouver feminists Jillian Ridington and Barb : scription, or advocacy which violates these princi- * 
Findlay have provided a good working definition of ' ples.” ' + 


the difference between erotic ism and pornography in | 


their pamphlet ‘‘Pornography and Prostitution”: 
“Erotica is the depiction of the sexual expression of 
love (from the Greek “eros,” meaning sexual love). It 
shows or describes sexual activity which is loving, 
non-coercive, and joyous. | 


(It celebrates the sexuality that makes us uniquely 
human; the ability to communicate emotion, express 
love, and break down barriers as individuals through 
the sharing of sexual intimacy. Pornography literally 
means “writing about prostitution;” its roots are the 4 
Greek words porne (prostitute) and graph (drawn or 
written). The concept that women are sexual com- 
modities is integral to the meaning of pornography."’) 


McGuigan has recently been the object of pleas for 
help from women who want governments to use exist- 
ing laws to stop the sale of, violent pornography in 
B.C. In a November letter to Jancis Andrews of the 
North Shore Women’s Centre, McGuigan wrote: “The 
problem lies not with the statement of the law con- 
tained in the (Criminal) Code but with its enforcement 
which is a matter of provincial responsibility.” 


Despite numerous complaints about tapes as bad as 
Water Power and worse, provincial Crown counsel 
have consistently refused to lay charges against the 
two major retdilers of the tapes, Red Hot Video and 
Tricolor Video Inc. 


Andrews said that among the reasons given to her 
— _- for refusing to press charges were that the plot line in 
one of the tapes was unbelievable, and that the acting 


ATTORNEY-GENERAL RAPPED | in another was poor. 
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The retailers have withdrawn some of the worst 
| tapes when there have been complaints about them, 
| but that doesn't guarantee that the tapes won't be put 
| back on the shelves or sold under the counter, or that 


Wo m e n SN | other violent material won't be made available in the 


ve ` | stores. 
A coalition of 45 women’s groups | 


today formally complained to the B.C. \ | 


Ombudsman ver the failure of the 


attorney-general’§ ministry to take ac- 


tion against*pornograph ' depicting vio- 
lence towards women.” ppa? 


The women’s groups-have been cam- 


s i : š | 0 in 
ea launch porn complaint:: 
A ., 


That is why women and men who oppose violent 
pornography are demonstrating tomorrow between 2 
and 3 p.m. in front of Red Hot Video outlets through- 
out the province. The two outlets in Vancouver are at 
_ 323 Main and 1773 Robson. O 


grounds they rent and sell Videotapes 


. . . . i 9 . . ` 
that violate obscenity provisions of the by women’s Eroups since April to pres- Hot Video investigation. has Said he is 


Criminal Code prohibiting depictions of 


sex combined with yiolence. 
Jancis Andrews of the North Shore 


Women's Centre, speaking for the 


coalition, said the women’s groups are 
becoming increasingly frustrated after 
having sent numerous petitions and 
complaints to the A-G's ministry and to 
local Crown counsels and having been 
repeatedly stymied in attempting to lay 
chargés on their own. 


She said dozens of tapes had been sin- 


gled out by the women's groups — and 
several of them had even been deliver- 
ed by hand to police and prosecutors — 
with no results. 

“Our 20-page brief to the ombuds- 
man outlines the many attempts made 


_ 


sure the attorney-general to fulfil his 
mandate of Protecting women and chil- 
dren from hate propaganda spread by 
Red Hot Video,” Andrews said. 

“It is women and children who are 
the victims of violent hard-core porn. 
Our anger and dismay grows daily. We 


| insist that the laws be upheld.” 


Ombudsman officials were unavail- 
able for comment today. 


Attorney-Genera] Allan Williams 


promised last summer to bring in a 
video classification system — similar 
to the system for movies — to contro] 
Violent porn, but no action has yet been 
taken. | 

New Westminster Crown counsel 
Barry Sullivan, in charge of the Red 


W—-—< crearon mea cats DI wak 
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reluctant to lay charges against one 
store ibe Stores selling the » 
same kind of material would AS 
fected. | ii o 

Three Red Hot Video stores in fike- 
Lower Mainland were firebombed in ' 
November by a clandestine group call- 
ed the Wimmin's Fire Brigade, which 
said it was taking action because of the 
failure of government officials to tackle 
the problem. 

Groups filing the complaint with the 
ombudsman include Port Coquitlam 
Women’s Centre, Rape Relief, Victoria 
and Vancouver chapters of Women 
Against Pornography, Women Against 
Violence Against Women and the B.C. ( 
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Federation of Women. 
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VICTORIA OBSCENITY COUNTS 


Red Hot Video store charged 





! ir fi rli ld have been Sur- 

iv Special to The Sun we had their films on our list. It cou ° 

í VICTORIA — The Red Hot Video outlet here was rey. We'll look at Surrey, we ll look at all of “en 

charged Thursday in provincial court with three In the Victoria case, the charges deal with t ae 

counts of obscenity under the Criminal Code. . films ote : ne m The Candy Stripers, The 

4 Ttisih. tiest such outlet to be charged in B.C. ` -Filthy Rich, and Bad Girls. | 

í 'The cha pes follow a police raid two weeks ago In The plot of The Filthy Rich, taken from an E p 

which kundreds of X-rated films were seized. movie catalogue, e sexual abuse ol a se 

+ Raids were staged in 12 B.C. municipalities Jan.7 vant, anal sex, rape and Don age. 

After mounting public pressure forced Attorney- While charges have been laid in court, cp wass 

General Allan Williams to begin action against the has yet to be served to the store. The court dale 

cale of such material. h been set for Feb. 3. E 
Barry Sullivan, New Westminster Crown counsel Attention was focused on the Red Hot Vidco chain ` 


«ho coordinated the raids and the laying of charges, ¿hon three of the stores were fire-bombed in Novem: ! 
said more charges could be following against other ber, causing damage to two of them. `À group called 


video stores selling X-rated tapes. the Wimmin’s Fire Brigade claimed responsibility for 
“This isn't so mucha debe se it is the a store Metas. 
* said Sullivan. “We're going to review o | 

E Seal comes along and proceed from there. In the first week of January, a coalition of 45 ee 

There could be (more stores charged), sure.” launched a formal complaint to Ombudsman = 
‘Sullivan said there was no specific reason why the Friedmann, citing the attorney-general ei 
Victoria outlet was picked. refusal to press charges against video shops that tne 


“Victoria was one of the areas we investigated. and groups alleged are selling obscene material. 
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7 NAME: sarti memo-video 13: 36 
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NOT FOR PUBLICATION<PP 


memo desk: for folo on tricolor video, it uould make an interesting 

story to see if theyve yanked any of the hardcore violent stuff after 

the women complained te the police last night and the news media picked 
up on it today. we can see for ourselves at the west end outlet 1151 
davie, in the ultralove store. <PP 

the foliowing tapes were among those available for sale Thursday (the 

day of the complaint). the descriptions are from the porn directory we 
have quoted in the past: <PP 

Garage Girls: One of the top 100 porn films. contains “Yguasi-Tape 

scene. *“<PP . ' 
Indecent Exposure: contains ‘‘bizarre and somewhat sadistic method of i 
making love. * “PP 

Prisoner of Paradise: described in today’s Sun. <PF 

The Filthy Rich: described in today’s Sun. <PP 

Weakend Fantasy: a female jogger is kidnapped and subjected to sexual 
advances: ‘‘theres a touch of S&M and bondage, but all in good 

fun. ' “CPP 

Erotic Adventures of Candy: A young, innocent girl is forced to **B10u 
off’’ her father. <PP 

High School Memories: Main erotic theme: young girls. <PP 

Nightdreams: A woman is gang-banged by a group of Arabs. <PP 

Rosmates: Woman is raped by three men. Directory contains full-color ', 
still of this scene. <PF l 
Skintight: Concerns a sex therapy clinic in which a woman is ‘Sbrutally 
raped, ‘’’ but decides it’s a turn-on<PP 

Taboo: Main erotic theme, incest. <PP 

rr 

We should contact people in store or owners of Tricolor and ask them why 
they sell this stuff. registrar of companies lists directors as Joseph 
Janda, 1249 - 2004 Fullerton, North Vancouver, and Jack David Strachan, 
202€ River Grove Pl. North Van (929-5550). Legal address of Tricolor 
328 W. 15th. N. Van. Dealer inquiries: 980-1151. <PP 

=== r. sarti, nov 26. <PP 
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